at the idea of such a war. In the following month the Tsar
came to Berlin with Gorchakov, who, after a conversation with
Bismarck, sent a circular letter to the Russian embassies begin-
ning with the words: " Maintenant la paix est assuree" This re-
flected double discredit on Germany and was deeply resented by
Bismarck. It implied that Germany had, in the first place, been
seriously contemplating war and, in the second, had only yielded
to the pressure of an all-powerful Russia. The war came danger-
ously near at the end of 1886, when General Boulanger, the French
Minister for War, who saw in it the promise of a Napoleonic
career, ordered preparations for mobilization on a large scale,
while the French press adopted a very challenging tone. Speaking
in the Reichstag in January 1887, Bismarck said: "No French
ministry has ventured to say: * We renounce the intention of re-
gaining Alsace-Lorraine.5 Any moment a government may come
into power there which will start a war. It may break out in ten
days or in ten years, secure from it we can never be. Compared
with this war, 1870 would be child's play."

Dual         The avoidance of this terrible encounter formed the almost

exclusiye a*m of Bismarck's policy in the next two decades. Al-
ready in 1872, in the first "Three Emperors " agreement, these
nionarchs mutually guaranteed each other's possessions. This
Treaty agreement offered the greatest advantages by far to Germany,
since only Alsace-Lorraine of her possessions was seriously men-
aced. In 1879 there came the Dual Alliance between Germany
and Austria. Its first article bound the two contracting parties to
stand by each other in case either should be attacked by Russia.
The second provided that if either of the parties was attacked by
any other power than Russia, the other should bind itself to ob-
serve an attitude of friendly neutrality; if, however, Russia should
assist the attacking power, whether by active participation or by
military measures constituting a menace to the one attacked, then
Article I should come into force. This second condition was obvi-
ously, although not expressly, directed against France. The agree-
ment was made public only in February 1888, at a time when ten-
sion had again become acute. It was not concluded until Bismarck
had informed the Viennese Government of a proposal for the par-
tition of Austria made to the German Government by Russia.
Bismarck intended it as a peace instrument which should ward
off, on the one hand, a French attack on Germany and, on the
other, a Russian attack on Austria; though it was also designed
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